
Plant Ideas for Pollinator Gardens 

  

Plant 
Size 

Spring  Summer  Fall 

Short Crocus  
Gallanthus (Snowdrop)  
Convallaria (Lily of the Valley)    

Phlox s.  (Creeping Phlox)    N 
Primula (Primrose)    

Pulmonaria (Lungwort)   N 
 

Dianthus (Pinks)    

Geranium (Cranesbill)  N 

Herbs: Thyme, Chives    
 
 

Sedum (Stonecrop)    

Medium  Amsonia (Blue Star)    

Aquilegia (Columbine)  N 
Dicentra (Bleeding Heart)  
Penstemon (Beardtongue)    N 
Hellebores (Lenten Rose)  
Leucojum (Snowflake)  

Mertensia (Virginia Bluebells) N 

Agastache (Hyssop)    N4 

Asclepias (Butterfly Weed)    N 

Allium (Ornamental Onion)    
Coreopsis (Lance Leaf)    N 

Echinacea (Cone Flower)    N 
Lantana      

Lavandula (Lavender)      

Liatris (Blazing Star)      N 

Monarda (Bee Balm)      N 
Nepeta (Cat Mint)      

Phlox p.      N 
Rudbeckia (Black Eyed Susan)      N 

Spigelia (Indian Pink)  N 

Verbena      N5 

Veronica  

Zinnia      

Aster    N 

Asclepias c. (Mexican Milkweed)      N 

Chelone (Turtle Head)      N 
Dahlia    
Hellianthus (Sunflower & Blanket Flower)   

Lantana      

Sedum (Stone Crop)    

Verbena    N5 

Veronica  



 

 

N:  Native range includes east of the Mississippi River and nativars. 

N1:  Choose single white flowering malus to most closely replicate native species. Nativars attract significantly more pollinators.  
N2:  Native viburnum include: V. acerfolium (Mapleleaf), V.dentatum (Arrowwood), V. lantana (Wayfaringtree), V. lentago (Nannyberry), V. prunifolium                   
(Blackhaw) 
N3: Only Arborescens and Quercifolia are native. 
N4: Only Agastache s. is native this includes Blue Fortune and Blue Boa. 
N5: Only Verbena h. (Swamp Verbena) is native. 
 
  
 
 

Plant 
Size 

Spring  Summer  Fall 

Tall Baptisia (False Indigo)  N 
Digitalis (Foxglove)  

Veronicastrum (Culver’s Root)  N 

Asclepias (Butterfly Weed)  N 

Eutrochium (Joe Pye Weed)  N 

Herbs: Dill & Fennel    

Lobelia siphilitica (Great Blue Lobelia)  

Lobelia cardinalis (Cardinal Flower)  N 

Verbena    

Aster      N 

Chelone (Turtle Head)      N 

Herbs: Fennel    

Sage (PIneapple Sage)      

Solidago (Goldenrod)   N 

Verbena   
 

Small 
Trees & 
Shrubs 

Amelanchier (Serviceberry)  N 

Aronia (Chokeberry)  N 
Cercis (Red Bud) N 

Cornus f. (Dogwood) N  
Lilac   
Lindera (Spicebush)  N   
Malus (Crabapple)  N1 

Viburnum    N2 

 

Buddleia (Butterfly Bush)       
Aesculus p.(Bottlebrush Buckeye)      N 

Cephalanthus (Button Bush)      N 

Ceanothus (New Jersey Tea)      N 

Diervilla l. (Northern Honeysuckle Bush)  N 

Hydrangea (panicle or lace cap)       N3 

Caryopteris (Bluebeard)  
Hamamelis (Witch Hazel)  N 

Heptacodium (Seven Sons)      
 



 

 

     N  

 

 


